
SABF National Mixed Teams 2024  Page 1 of 6 

Bulletin number 2 – SABF Mixed Teams November 2024 

Results after 8/11 rounds 

With 3 matches to go, the 

Donde team (that’s me!) have 

a reasonable but not 

insurmountable lead over the 

Hingle and Kaprey teams.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Butler scores 
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This hand, from today, was 

interesting both from bidding 

and play points of view. 

At some tables, after East 

opened 1, South bid 2 weak.  

West decided to show a game 

forcing hand with 3 and 

diamond support. When East 

bid 3NT, West had to guess 

whether to leave that or explore 

a diamond slam.  Many chose 

4 minorwood which I find difficult to understand. How does the number of aces partner holds 

help you to decide what contract to play in? Where are the 12 tricks and if partner shows 1 

keycard as in this example, you don’t know whether it is the A or A. My overall impression is 

that South African players have developed blackwood mania (an often-fatal illness). If West 

decides to go beyond 3NT, the correct slam try is 4, a cue bid agreeing diamonds. The East hand 

is very poor and should now bid 5. (Sophisticated partnerships would play 4NT by East as 

natural – remember for some, 1 may be only a 3 card suit).  

At one or 2 tables, after East bid 3NT, North decided to save in 4. East doubled and this should 

have been a strong warning to partner not to bid again as this double shows extreme wastage in 

spades and shortish diamonds. If East just had only a single spade stopper, he should pass 4 

which is 100% forcing. 

Some pairs stopped in 3NT, probably the best spot on this combination. South led his interior 

sequence and North won the ace and returned the suit. What should East play on the spade 

return?  It looks natural to insert the Q or J but this is wrong as you need to cut opponents’ 

communication is spades which can be done by ducking the second round of spades completely. 

If South wins and continues spades, we can now safely take the club finesse for our ninth trick. If 

he doesn’t cash the spades there are quite a few chances to make this contract.  One declarer, 

who went up with the spade queen, managed to make the contract after South ducked the 

Queen, by taking the heart finesse into the safe hand rather than the club finesse.  

Those who got to 6 went 2 down, 5 was 1 down, 3NT went 2 down often but made once on 

a spade lead.  Bizarrely, 2 pairs lead their singleton heart which did not paralyze declarer. A 

singleton lead against NT has to be one of the worst possible leads, especially if your partner 

has not bid the suit.   
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Lead Partner’s Suit? 

When partner bids solo at the 3 level after 

opponents have shown game going values, you 

are well advised to lead his suit or else be ready 

to apologise.  

At this table, Kevin Smith showed how to punish 

his opponent’s opening lead of the A followed 

by a spade switch.  He won the spade, ruffed a 

club, A, trump to dummy, ruffed another club, 

diamond to the king, trump dummies last club, 

diamond to the A, draw trumps and claim. He 

made 3 ruffs in his hand, 4 heart tricks, 4 diamond 

tricks and 1 spade trick = 12. A dummy reversal – 

very well spotted and executed.  

If we look at the score sheet below as many as 8 

pairs managed to make 12 tricks in hearts. 3 of 

these made it on the A lead and 5 made 12 

tricks on a spade lead. It requires careful defence to beat 5 after the spade lead. Most declarers drew 

only 2 rounds of trumps and then played 4 rounds of diamonds pitching their losing spade in dummy. The 

defence now just has to make sure that East wins the first club trick and draws the last trump. Larry 

Chemaly and Nicky Bateman found that defence – well done. The other declarer in 6 going down, drew 

3 rounds of trumps leaving no chance for a make. 

So can you make 6 legitimately on a spade lead? Yes, but you have to draw only 1 round of trumps and 

then play 4 rounds of diamonds, which is a double dummy action.  

Note the bidding at this table and many others where that dreaded disease, blackwood mania, came to 

the fore. To go blackwood with 2 potential club losers cannot be advised. A 4 cue bid might get you 

there if partner appreciates the value of his singleton club.   

 



SABF National Mixed Teams 2024  Page 4 of 6 

Bidding Theory 

 

I believe it is a real 

weakness in the 

systems that most of us 

play when we open 

1NT with a 5-card 

major.  Most of us do it 

routinely because of 

the difficulties in 

catching up if we open 

1 of a major. However, 

when overcalling, 

bidding a major should 

definitely take 

precedence over calling 1NT. There are no problems in describing your hand later 

after this approach. If partner passes your overcall, you have missed nothing.  There 

is no urgency in showing 15-17 balanced as an overcaller and it much more 

important to bid your 5-card major. With a 5-card minor, I’m happy to overcall 1NT.  

So much for theory! 

The above hand shows another danger of overcalling 1NT.  After 2 passes, South 

opened 1 and East bid 1NT. When this was doubled, they ‘escaped’ to 2. South 

was delighted to double this for an easy +800.  A 1 overcall would save about 300 

points if opponents elect to double you but most South players preferred to bid 

1NT letting E/W off the hook. I was pleased to see that most East players elected to 

bid 1. 
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Weak 2 Anyone? 

 

 

The weak 2  convention has lost its popularity to the Multi but on the above hand, 

it worked like a charm. 

I am not proud of my 2  opening on the North cards, vulnerable in second seat. 

The only excuse I have is that I may have misread the vulnerability. Tas had 

absolutely no problem bidding 6 after this start. She didn’t bother to go 

blackwood as she knew I wouldn’t bid a weak 2 with 2 aces or with a suit headed 

by the 10.   

I think we may be the only pair playing a weak 2 and were the only pair to reach 

this unassailable 6.  
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Too Many Finesses 

Neville Eber, sitting East, did well 

to bid 3NT on the auction shown. 

He then went on to play it well. 

The opening spade lead by South 

was ducked to his Jack. He now 

had the option of taking the club 

finesse or the heart finesse for 

his contract. Which is the correct 

one to take? 

Neville cashed the A  and K to 

see if the queen would fall and 

then took a first-round heart 

finesse and came home with 1, 

5, 1 and 2 = 9 tricks. By 

declining to take the Club finesse 

he gave himself 2 chances to make the contract – either the Q doubleton or the 

heart finesse.  In the endgame, Neville couldn’t resist playing the J which South 

covered with the king giving him 10 tricks. I don’t think he would have finessed the 

diamond if South didn’t cover. Another myth exposed – ‘cover an honour with an 

honour’.  

 


